










      THE RESEARCH PAPER: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW



THE TOPIC 


Must be of genuine interest to you


Must be a stretch – not something you already know very well


Must have a connection to your product


Must be specific and carefully chosen 


Must not be a “how-to” paper








THE FORMAT 


5-7 typed pages


Double spaced


12-point Times New Roman 


1-inch page margins


No title page


Page header with name, teacher name, class and due date on page 1


On subsequent pages, header with last name and page number.


3rd-person point of view 


MLA-style parenthetical citations in text


Works Cited page (MLA style) at end of paper (not included in page count)


Student generated graphic











THE SOURCES


5-7 total sources


At least 1 must be an interview


2 Internet sources allowed (exception: web site belongs to a print product, such as charlotteobserver.com)


Print sources, including books, magazines, newspapers, and reference books


Online databases such as  NC WiseOwl, Grolier and                           NC Live	


Wikipedia is not an acceptable source





THE SCHEDULE


Timetable for all components of research process to be provided in English III


Meeting deadlines is crucial


Refer to research process guidelines in this manual’s appendix








THE GRADING


All-prewriting (note cards, outline, etc.) are daily grades first nine weeks


1st draft must pass YES test in order to be scored (see rubric)


Final draft must be passed and is worth a portion of the English III grade.


Maximum grade of 70 for a passing rewrite
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